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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-14 (canceled). 

Claims 15-16 (previously canceled). 

Claims 17-19 (canceled). 

Claims 20-21 (previously canceled). 

Claims 22-23 (canceled). 

Claims 24-25 (previously canceled). 

26. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-controlled apparat us system for 
configuring a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with a merchant account during an 
on-line session with an applicant for the merchant account, comprising: 

a network accessible acquirer Internet server that g enerates a network accessible 
merchant account activation application user interface online for access by an applicant for a 
merchant account via an online session with the applicant accessing die acqu irer Internet 
server; 

a master account file for storing information corresponding to the merchant account: 



and 



an electronic connection to one or more po int-of-sale terminals: 
wherein the acquirer Internet server: 

displays the merchant account activation appli cation user interface to the 
a pplicant during the online session with the applicant; 

fa eans for roooiving - information receives information input bv #em the 
applicant to the merchant account activation application user interfacc-somploting an 
application for tho merchant account ; 

displays information via the user interface relating to one or more selectable 
point-of-sale terminals for selection bv the applicant: 

m ams for rocoiving informa tion receives information input bv from the 
applicant to the merchant account activation application user interface selecting a 
point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with die merchant account; 
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muuaii fui dotti mining determines terms and conditions applicable to the 
applicant's merchant account based on the received information; 

man™ for grading niioh displays determined terms and conditions relating to 
the administration of the merchant account to the applicant via the user interface-fef 
display relating to tho administration of tho morohant account ; 

«oans for roooiving receives an indication of acceptance of the terms and 
conditions from the applicant input bv the applicant to the merchant account 
activation application user interlace : 

eieaftS-responsive to the indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions 
from the applicant during the on-line session session, for gonoratiag generates 
identification information associated with the merchant account and the point-of-sale 
terminal, the identification information comprising a merchant ID (MID) and a 
terminal ID (TTD); 

stores information generated and received during the online session, including 
the identification information, in the master account file for use in moano for 
configuring an aooount filo fe f-administration of the merchant accoun t with th e 
identification information during the on lino soooion ; and 

moans for oonfiguring configures the selected point-of-sale terminal wift by 
loading the identification information from the master acco unt file via the electronic 
connection to the selected point-of-sale terminal. 

27. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the 
terms and conditions include a fee schedule for services relating to the administration of the 
merchant account. 

28. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the 
point-of-sale terminal is loaded programmed with the identification information by tho 
configuring means and then shipped to the applicant. 

29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system a pparatus of Claim 26, wherein the 
point-of-sale terminal is already in possession of the applicant and is configured by the 
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configuring moano remotely by a telephone call to a telephone directory number associated 
with the point-of-sale terminal to reprogram the point-of-sale terminal with the identification 
information during the telephone call. 

30. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system a pparatus of Claim 26, farther inoluding 
moons for determining wherein the acquirer Internet server d ptermiTieft a credit risk score for 
the application and based on the credit risk score establishes establishing the terms and 
conditions for the merchant account. 

31. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system a pparatus of Claim 26, wherein the 
acquirer Internet server conducts i noluding moans for dotorroining a credit risk score to 
determine whether to accept the application; and 

moans for automati e aHy transmitting an o-mail m e ssage to notify notifies the applicant 
whether the application has been accepted. 

32. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system a pparatus of Claim 26, i ncluding m e ans 
for olootronioaHy issuing wherein the acquirer Internet server issues a visitation order 
requesting a physical visit to the premises of the applicant to verify that the applicant is 
conducting a type of business input by the applicant stat e d in the application. 

33. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system apparatus of Claim 26, including 
wherein the acquirer Internet server: 

moans for prompting prompts the applicant user to enter business contact information; 
moans for prompting p rompts the a pplicant user to enter business premises 
information; 

moans for prompting prompts the a pplicant user to enter business sales data; and 
moans for prompting prompts the a pplicant use* to enter business owner information. 

34. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system apparatus of Claim 26, inoluding mean s 
for prompting wherein the acquirer Internet server prompts the a pplicant «se* to provide 
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information relating to funding for the charges associated with administering the merchant 
account. 

35. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system annaratu a of Claim 26, inc lu d in g 
wherein the acquirer Internet server : 

m e ans fire sonding sends a menu of point-of-sale terminal options to the applicant for 
display via the user interface ; 

moans for sonding sends a view control item in association with each option for 
display via the user interface : 

m e ans for roooiving receives a user command input by the applicant via the user 
interface selecting a particular view control item; and 

moana for sonding sends an image depicting the point-of-sale terminal associated with 
the selected view control item to the applicant for display via the user interface. 

36. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system a pparatus of Claim 26, deluding 
wherein the acquirer Internet server: : 

moano for roooiving receives a business type designation from the applicant; 

moano for det e rmining determines a business risk category associated with the 
business type designation; and 

moano for impl e m e nting implements risk adjustment measures based on the business 
risk category associated with the business type designation. 

37. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system a p paratus of Claim 36, further including 
wherein the acquirer Internet server 

moons for p e nding sends a menu of risk adjustment measures to the applicant for 
display via the user interface; 

gr oans for roooiving receives a user command from the applicant input via the user 
interface indicating a preferred risk adjustment selection; and 

m e ans for implementing implements the risk adjustment measures based on the 
preferred risk adjustment selection. 
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38. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system of a p par atu s a Claim 36, further 
w indi ng wherein the acquirer Internet server : : 

m e ans for dotcmrinin g determines a reserve requirement; 

m^-inn for s ending s ends the reserve requirement to the applicant for display via the 
user interface: and 

moans for rec e iving receives a user command from the applicant input via the user 
interface accepting the reserve requirement. 

39. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system a pparatus of Claim 36, furth e r includin g 
wherein the acquirer Internet server ;: 

moans for determining determines a risk-adjusted fee schedule; 

means for s e nding sends the risk-adjusted fee schedule to the applicant for display via 
the user interface: and 

m e ans for rooohiag receives a user command from the applicant input via the user 
interface accepting the risk-adjusted fee schedule, 

40. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-controlled system apparatus - ■ for 
configuring a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with a merchant account during an 
on-line session with an applicant for a merchant account comprising: 

a network accessible acquirer Internet server that generates a network_,accessible 
merchant account activation application user interface onlme for_access_bv an applicant foT a 
merchant account via an online session with the applicant accessing the acquirer Internet 
server: 

a master account file for^storing information corresponding to the merchant account; 

and 

an electronic connection to one or more point-of-sale terminals: 
wherein the acquirer Internet server: 

displays the merchant account activation application user interface to the 
applicant during the online session with the applicant: 

moano for receivin g receives information input by from t he applicant to the 
merchant account activation application completing an application for th e merchant 
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aooount including type of business information, business contact information, 
business premises information, business sales data, business owner information, and 
information relating to funding for the charges associated with administering the 
merchant account; 

m e ans for flondinfi displays a menu of point-of-sale terminal options and 
display a view control item in association with each option to the applicant via the 
user interface for display ; 

moans for r e c e iving receives a user command input by the applicant via fee 
user inteface selecting a particular view control item; 

m e ans foT sending— displays an image depicting the point-of-sale terminal 
associated with the selected view control item to the applicant via the user interface 
for - display ; 

moans for roooiving receives information input bv ftem the applicant via the 
user interface selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with the 
merchant account including ; 

means for based on information input by the applicant d etermining determines 
a credit risk score for the application; 

moans for det e rmining determines the terms and conditions applicable to the 
applicant's merchant account including a fee schedule for the merchant account based 
on the credit risk score; 

moans for ponding displays the determined terms and conditions to - th e 
applicant for display r elating to the administration of the merchant account to the 
a pplicant via the user interface : 

moans for roooiving receives an indication of acceptance of the terms and 
conditions input bv ftera the applicant via the user interface: 

m e ans for g e nerating generates identification information associated with the 
merchant account and the selected point-of-sale terminal; 

stores information generated and received during the online session, including 
the identification information, in the master account file for use in m e ans for 
configuring an aooount file for a dministration of Hie merchant account with the 
identification information ; and 
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m e ans for electronically issues is s uing a visitation order requesting a physical 
visit to the premises of the applicant to verify that the applicant is conducting the a 
type of business input bv the applicant stated in the application. 

41 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system apparatus of Claim 40, wherein the 
selected point-of-sale terminal is loaded programm e d with the identification information via 
the electronic connection by the configuring m e ans and shipped to the applicant. 

42. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system apparatus of Claim 40, wherein the 
point-of-sale terminal is already in possession of the applicant and is configured by th e 
configuring means remotely by a telephone call to a telephone directory number associated 
with the point-of-sale terminal to load reprogram the point-of-sale terminal with the 
identification information during the telephone call. 

43. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-controlled apparatus system for 
configuring a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with a merchant account during an 
on-line session with an applicant for a merchant account comprising: 

a network accessible acquirer Internet server that generates a network accessible 
merchant account activation application user interface online for access bv an applicant for a 
merchant account via an online session with the applicant accessing the acquirer Internet 
server: 

a master account file for storing information corresponding to the merchant account: 

and 

an electronic connection to one or more point-of-sale terminals: 
wherein the acquirer Internet server: 

gfteaa s- for receiving receives a business type designation input bv from the 
applicant via the merchant account activation application user interface: 

m e ans for d e t e rmining determines a business risk category associated with the 
business type designation input bv the applicant 

moans for determmmg determines risk adjustment measures comprising a 
reserve requirement and a risk-adjusted fee schedule for services related to 
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administration of the merchant account based on the business risk category associated 
with the business type designation; 

meona - for - aonding displays terms and conditions relating to the risk adjustment 
measures to the applicant via the user interface for display ; 

moans - for roooiving receives an indication of acceptance of the terms and 
conditions input by the applicant via the user interface from th e applican t; 

means for g e nerating generates identification information associated with the 
merchant account and the point-of-sale terminal, the identification information 
comprising a merchant ID (MID) and a terminal ID (TTD) associated with a selected 
point-of-sale terminal; 

stores information generated and, received during the online session, including 
the identification information and the risk adjustment measures, in the master account 
file m e ans for configuring an account fil e for administration of the merchant account 
with th e id e ntification information and tho mlfr - adjustmont - moasaros - during tho - on - 
t iao acflgion ; and 

moans for configuring configures the selected point-of-sale terminal bv loading 
with the identification information from the master account file into the selected 
point-of-sale terminal via the electronic connection . 

44. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system apparatus of Claim 43, wherein 
acquirer Internet server i ncluding : 

moons for r e c e iving receives information from the applicant yia_the user, interface 
selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with the merchant account; and 

moans for configuring loads the selected point-of-sale terminal with the identification 
information. 

45. (Canceled) 

46. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the 
information input bv from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use in 
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connection with the merchant account comprises information selecting frem a new terminal 
foT the applicant or selecting an existing terminal already in possession of the applicant. 

47-52. (Previously canceled). 

53. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable storage medium containing a 
set of instructions executable by for a computer for causing the computer to perform 
implementing a method for configuring a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with a 
merchant account, the method comprising the steps of: 

generating a network accessible merchant account activation app lication for online 
access bv an applicant for a merchant account during an online session with the applicant 

during aa die on-line session with the aa applicant for a merchant account 

receiving information input bv ftem the applicant to the merchant account 
activation applic&tio n - ^ e mploting an application for - tho morohont aooount , 

receiving information input bv fresa the applicant to the merchant account 
activation application selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with the 
merchant account, 

based on the received information, detennining terms and conditions 
applicable to the applicant's merchant account upon acceptance of the merchant account 
activation application: 

displaying such determined terms and conditions to the applicant relating to 
the administration of the merchant account; and 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions input bv the 
applicant to the merchant account activation application from the ? applicant ; 

in response to the indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from 
the applicant and during the on-line session, generating identification information associated 
with the merchant account and the point of sale terminal, the identification information 
comprising a merchant ID (MID) and a terminal ID (TID); 

storing information generated and received during the online session, 
including the identification information,, in a_master account file during tho online Goosioii, 
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configuring an aooount fil e for administration of the merchant account with the idontifioation 
infonnation ; and 

configuring the selected point of sale terminal by loading with the identification 
information from the master account file into the selected point-of-sale terminal. 

54. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable storage medium containing a 
set of instructions executable bv fef a computer for causing the computer to perform 
implementin g a method for configuring a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with a 
merchant account* during an on line session with an applicant for a merchant account, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

generating a network accessible merchant account activation applicatio n for online 
access bv an applicant for a merchant account during an online session with the applicant: 

receiving information input bv from the applicant to the merchant account activation 
application compl e ting an application foT tho morehant aooount i ncluding type of business 
information, business contact information, business premises information, business sales data, 
business owner information, and information relating to funding for the charges associated 
with administering the merchant account; 

displaying a menu of point of sale terminal options, displaying a view control item in 
associated with each option, receiving a user command input bv the applicant selecting a 
particular view control item, and displaying an image depicting the point of sale terminal 
associated with the selected view control item; 

receiving infonnation input bv &om the applicant selecting a point of sale terminal for 
use in connection with die merchant account including : 

determining a credit risk score based on information input by the applicant the 
application ; 

based on the credit risk score, detemiining terms and conditions applicable to the 
applicant if accepted including a fee schedule for the merchant account; 

displaying the deterrnined terms and conditions to the applicant relating to the 
administration of the merchant account; 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions input by the 
applicant to the merchant account activation application from th e cpplioant : 
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generating identification infonnation associated with the merchant account and the 
point of sale terminal; 

storing information generated and received during the online session, including the 
identification infonnation. in a master account file configuring an account fil e f or 
administration of the merchant account with tho idontifiOQtioa - informa tiea; and 

electronically issuing a visitation order requesting a physical visit to the premises of 
the applicant to verify that the applicant is conducting the a rype of business input bv the 
a pplicant stated in the application. 

55. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable storage medium containing a 
set of instructions executable bv for a computer for causing the computer to perform 
implementing a method for configuring a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with a 
merchant account, during an on line session with an applicant for a merchant account, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

generating a network accessible merchant account activation application for online 
access bv an applicant for a merchant account during an online session with the applicant: 

receiving a business type designation input bv from the applicant via the merchant 
account activation application : 

determining a business risk category associated with the business type designation 
input bv the applicant 

based on the business risk category associated with the business type designation, 
determining risk adjustment measures comprising a reserve requirement and a risk adjusted 
fee schedule for services related to administration of the merchant account; 

displaying terms and conditions relating to the risk adjustment measures; 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions friput by the 
applicant to the merchant account activation application from tho applicant : 

generating identification infonnation associated with the merchant account and the 
point of sale terminal, the identification iijfonnauon comprising a merchant ID (MED) and a 
terminal ID (LID) associated with a selected point-of-sale terminal; 

storing information generated and received during the online session, including the 
identification information and the risk adjustment measures, in a master account file 
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configuring on account fil e for administration of the merchant account with tho identification 
information and tho rislc adjustment measures; and 

configuring the selected point-of-sale terminal by loading wife the identification 
infonnation from the master account file into the selected point-of-sale terminal. 
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